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CIA Discredits Defectors 
Statements About Oswald 



BY JACK NELSON 

Times Wasftingion. Bureau Oiref 



Washington — T he cia has re- 
leased previously secret documents 
discrediting some of a Soviet defec-. 
tor's statements th2t the Warren 
Commission relied on in concluding 
that Lee Harvey Oswald had not 
been acting as a Soviet agent when 
be assassinated President Kennedy. 

The documents raise serious cues- 
tions about several statements’ by 
Yuri Ivanovich Nosenko. former 
KBG officer, who assured the CIA 
and the FBI that Oswald had never 
acted as an agent for the Soviet se- 
cret police agency. 

A CIA memo says Nosenko’s ignor- 
ance of Oswald’s communications 
with the Soviet Embassy in Wash- 
ington "discredits his claim to com- 
plete knowledge of all aspects of the 
KGB relationship with Oswald." 

In addition, the memo questions 



Nosenko’s statements that he did not 
know whom Oswald had contacted at 
the Soviet Embassy in Mexico City- 
two months before the assassination. 
The memo says the CIA learned the 
contact was "a KGB officer under 
consular cover." 

The documents were made availa- 
ble to The Times Monday after hav- 
ing been declassified and released 
earlier to David \Y_ Beta, who had 
been a counsel to the Warren Com- 
mission. Beta has called for reopen- 
ing of the assassination investigation, 
although he has expressed con- 
fidence that a new inquiry would 
substantiate the Warren Commis- 
sion’s conclusion: that there was no 
conspiracy ar.d that that Oswald was 
the lone gunman wrho killed Kennedy 
and Dallas police officer J. D. Tippirc 
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In calling for the new investiga- 
tion. Belin criticized the CIA and the 
FBI for withholding from the War- 
ren Commission evidence of CIA 
plots to assassinate Cuban Premier 
Fidel Castro. Some of the CIA doc- 
uments released to Belin deal with a 
Cuban defector who told the CIA in 
2964 that Oswald might have been in 
conjact with Cuban intelligence 
agents seven weeks before he killed 
Kennedy. 

One of the theories being investi- 
gated by a Senate subcommittee 
headed by Sen. Richard S. Schweiker 
(R-Ba.) is whether Kennedy might 
have been killed as a result of a Ccm- 
raurfst plot organized in Cuba or the 
Sovfet Union. There have been sug- 
gestions that the assassination might 
havjf been planned by Cubans who 
had'Jleamed o? the plots to assassi- 
nate Castro. 

Uje Warren Commission relied on 
statements to the FBI by Nosenko, 
wher never testified before the com- 
mission. ’ 

The importance the commission at- 
tached to Kosenko's statements about 
Oswald's relationship with the KGB 
is reflected in an internal commission 

"Most cf what Kosenko told the 
•FBI confirms what we already knew 
from other sources and most of it’ 
does net involve important facts, 
with one extremely significant ex- 
ception. 

"This exception is Nosenko's state- 
ment that Lee Harvey Oswald W2s 
never trained or used as an agent of 
the Soviet Union for any purpose and 
that no contact with him was made, 
attempted or contemplated after he 
left the Soviet Union and returned to 
the United States. 

"Kosenko's opinion oh these points 
is especially valuable because, ac- 
cording to his testimony at least, his 
position with the KGB was such that 
had there been any subversive rela- 
tionship between the Soviet Union 
and Oswald, he would have known 
about it." 

Kosenko defected on Feb. -5. 1964, 
10 weeks after the Kennedy assassi- 
nation, .when attending a disar- 
mament conference in Switzerland, 
lie quickly was granted asylum in 
' the United States and was interrogat- 
cd intensively by the FBI and the CIA. 



Although some CIA officials ques- 
tioned whether Nosenko was a bona 
fide defector or a double agent, their 
suspicions were never relayed to the 
Warren Commission. 

Nosenko, who is living in the Unit- 
ed States under an assumed name, 
still is regarded as suspect by some 
U.S. intelligence sources. . 

Nosenko said that, when he defect- 
ed, he had been a lieutenant colonel 
and deputy chief of the tourist de- 
partment of a KGB directorate con- 
cerned with internal security. 

He said he was -familiar with Os- 
wald's visit to the Soviet Union, had 
supervised the handling of his KGB 
file and had reviewed the file on or- 
ders of superiors immediately after 
the assassination to be sure that Os- 
wald had no connection with the 
KGB. • - 

Nosenko assured . American intel- 
ligence agencies that he was com- . 
pletcly familiar with KG3 surveil- 
lance of Oswaia when he lived in the 
• Soviet Union from 1959 to June. 
1962. and that the KGB considered 
Oswald to be ’’abnormal" and never 
considered using him as an agent. 



After Oswald returned to the Unit- 
ed States, Nosenko said, KGB head- 
quarters in Moscow received no 
funher word of him until he ap- 
peared at the Soviet Embassy in 
Mexico City in September. 1563.’ and 
requested a visa to reenter the Soviet 
Union. 

A CIA memo notes that Nosenko 
said he did not know whom Oswald 
had contacted at the embassy "and 
he knew of no contacts between Os- 
wald and Cubans or Representatives 
of the Cuban government there or 
elsewhere." 

This official CIA comment has in- 
cluded a: the bottom of the memo 
page: 

"Independent sources, however, re- 
ported on vi-its by Oswald to. the Cu- . 
ban as well as Soviet embassies m 
Mexico City between 29 September 
and 3 October 1963 and on his ‘ap- 
parently overt) contact with a KGB 
officer under consular cover at the 
Soviet Embassy. 

"Nosenko originally said he knew 
nothing of any such contact. In Octo- 
ber, 1966, he revised this to say that 
Oswald did not have contact with the 



KGB in Mexico City. ' 

"Nosenko explained that ho ), a( j 
been sitting in the office of Seventh 
Department chief. K. N. Dubas. M | icn 
a cable arrived at Moscow he.i.|,„ mr _ 
ters from the KGB legal residoi„ Y ln 
Mexico. The cable, which N„-,: nko 
said he did not personally sec, i,| XTrt _- 
ed that Oswald had visited the .Soviet 
Embassy in Mexico City requ,-. tlnc , 
permission to. return to the U_SSR° 
and that the cable specified tlut 
wald had dealt with Soviet Foreign 
Ministry personnel only." 

In pointing out inconsistencies in 
Nosenko's statements about n \ Revv- 
ing Oswald's KGB file, the CIA metro 
notes that at one tune he said hr had 
"only skimmed the file" and another 
time he said he had it in his (n^es- 
sion for 20 minutes. 



me ua. wmen continued to 
tion Nosenko periodically o\ , 
next few- years, noted that in 
her. 1966. "He again said that h 

saw a picture of Oswald for ft, 
time. Nosenko added . that hr 
met Oswald personally." ‘ 

An assertion by Noser.ko tn 
KGB's Firs: Chief Director.it . 
learned of Oswald when he , 
for a reentry visit in Mexico ( 
probably incorrect." the CT -\ 
said. 
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-he lu=. Government ov m, v>v:-:z 
Embassy in Washington a*'*- [hr as- 
sassination indicated tr.at ih- KQ3 
First Chief Directorate worn.) } ; - ve : 
known c: Oswaia as 
ruary, 1963. if not earner.' Tii.* f,i e ’ 
contained Marina Oswalds to-wald's ■ 
Russian-born wife) letter cm p eD I • 
ruary. 1963. and a letter <>r ink- ! 
1953, from Oswald, both of which in- ! 
dicated that Oswald had c.m.cr rc- 
quested permission to return i0 ^-, e 
Soviet Union.” 



Without regard to possihl,- mrlier 
correspondence, the CIA concluded- 
"Oswalds request for a S.w, rl visa 
addressed to the embassv m Wash- 
ington in July. 1963. would l?qu j r e 
the Washington residency to report 
the matter to Moscow. „, C [ 
Nosenko described the M<\„ 0 ci tv 
rcoclency later did." 

Nosenko's ignorance of -n, h com- 
munications "discredits his , i nm l0 
complete knowledge of all lv . c; - 0 .- 
ihe KGB relationship wan , i 
the CIA memo said. 




